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HI. — Note on the Paper of Admiral the Baron von Wrangel 
on the best Means of reaching the North Pole. By Sir John 
Barrow, Bart. 

Whatever proceeds from Admiral von Wrangel, who is a 
practical officer, is entitled to attention ; few men have had more 
experience of danger on an icy sea than he has had, but in a dif- 
ferent quarter of the world, and under different circumstances, 
to those who have prosecuted northern discoveries in the Arctic 
Regions. As a geographical problem of great interest, a visit to 
the North Pole would afford a most desirable solution ; and, in 
these days of adventurous discovery, I should not despair of its 
accomplishment, though I shall not live to see it. 

I entirely agree with the Baron as to the doubts he entertains 
of Captain Sir Edward Parry's plan of proceeding over " an im- 
moveable, solid, and unbroken surface of ice." I believe that no 
such thing is to be depended on ; the state of the ice, from what 
I have seen in the Spitzbergen Sea as high up as 80° N., is con- 
stantly changeable, and dependent on the direction and force of 
the wind ; and the only chance, in my opinion, of reaching the 
Pole by the navigation of that sea would be by taking advantage 
of the immense pools of open water which every strong wind 
gives rise to : but as to the screw, I should not recommend the 
adoption of it in the ice until we know the result of the experi- 
ment now trying in the Terror and Erebus. If the land of 
Greenland ceases to the N. at or about the 80th degree, it is by 
no means improbable that an expansive basin of open water may 
surround the Pole; and, if so, circumstances would lead us to the 
conclusion that, in the absence of land, there would also be an 
absence of ice. 

The success which the Baron and others have met with in the 
Siberian Sea, between the mouths of the Lena and the Kolyma, a 
thousand miles or more, by proceeding in sledges on firm ice 
along the shore, which extends the whole distance in an easterly 
and westerly direction, affords no means of advance towards the 
Pole, which causes Von Wrangel to express something like a 
regret that the coast of Siberia had not been made to extend N. 
and S., which in that case would have reached the Pole ; but it 
should be considered that with a change in the direction of the 
line of coast would also occur a change of circumstances. As 
far as my knowledge extends, the N. and S. winds in the Arctic 
Regions are the most powerful, and disturb the ice much more 
than those which blow from the E. and W. ; and I should rather 
conclude that if the Baron had succeeded in changing the direc- 
tion of the Siberian coast to N. and S., the state of the ice, in- 
stead of being firm and fixed as he found it, would have become. 
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in its new position, like that on the E. coast of Greenland, a line 
of heavy iind rugged masses, which neither sledges, nor dogs, nor 
reindeer could travel over. 

When Captain Clavering took Lieut.-Col. Sabine along this 
coast for the purpose of swinging a pendulum, he proceeded in a 
sailing vessel as high up the coast as the latitude 75° 12', and saw 
a high point, which he named Cape Philip Broke, in latitude 
76° ; beyond which we know nothing. That it runs up much 
higher we know from the opposite coast in Baffin's Bay, the head 
of which extends to between 77° and 78° N. 

So that on either coast of Greenland our knowledge is very 
limited, but extends so far, as the Baron observes, "to allow us 
to suppose that, in proceeding along them, it is possible to ap- 
proach the Pole nearer than from any other direction, or even to 
reach that point." 

With regard to the plan of Von Wrangel, I cannot venture to 
give any opinion, being in utter ignorance of the nature of sledges, 
dogs, and drivers ; I only know that they are capable of doing 
wonderful things. He says, that in autumn the expedition should 
go to Smith's Sound, and from thence further towards the N. ; 
on arriving at the 79th degree it should seek, on the coasts of 
Greenland or in the valleys between the mountains, for a con- 
venient place to deposit a part of the provisions. As to going to 
79°, and further in Smith's Sound, the Baron seems not to be 
aware that nothing whatever is known of Smith's Sound beyond 
the opening, which is supposed to be its mouth. That the ex- 
pedition should keep along the coasts or in the valleys, and, as 
much as possible, not deviate from the line of the meridian, is 
no doubt most advisable ; and we are assured that, " to reach 
the Pole, and to return to the stations, the expedition must 
traverse in a direct line nearly 1200 miles, and including the 
deviations not above 1530 miles, which is very practicable with 
well-constructed sledges, good dogs, and proper conductors." 

I cordially agree with the Baron's concluding paragraph : — 

" If the most northern limits of Greenland, or the archipelago 
of Greenland islands, should be found at too great a distance 
from the Pole, and the attainment of that point seem impossible, 
the expedition would at any rate draw up the description of a 
country hitherto absolutely unexplored, and would even by so 
doing render an important service to geography in general." 

After all, where an icy sea is to be encountered, give me a 
couple of strong, roomy, well-built sailing vessels, well stored 
with provisions, so that all concerned, during the most inclement 
weather, may have substantial houses over their heads. 



